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Sports cannot be practiced in the modern era without the
existence of technical regulations, and these regulations cannot be
implemented without an individual who applies these laws—the
match referee. Consequently, conducting a match is contingent upon
the presence of a match referee. The match referee does not
undertake this responsibility without appointment by others;
therefore, the referee’'s management of the game is based on a
contractual relationship between the referee and the match
organizer. This relationship constitutes a contractual bond that
connects them.

Given the similarity between the work of a match referee and that
of a judge in a court—Dboth involving the application of laws to
events occurring within their respective domains—the match referee
must maintain complete independence and impartiality to make
sound decisions. Accordingly, we have characterized the contractual
relationship between the match referee and match organizer as a
contract of work (independent contractor agreement), considering
the contractor's (match referee's) autonomy in performing the
assigned duties. This characterization results in several legal
implications for both parties to the contract: the match referee and
the match organizer.

This research examines the nature of the match referee contract in
the field of play, its characteristics and features, and its legal
classification: whether it constitutes an employment contract or an
independent contractor agreement. Ultimately, the research
addresses the most significant legal consequences arising from the
contract between the match referee and match organizer, concluding
with final remarks.

Keywords: referee, match organizer, Court of Arbitration for
Sport (CAS), Laws of the Game, referee contract.
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Journal of Sports Sciences, 2005, 23(5), 509-516.
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<) (Association Sportive d'Erstein) cstid,¥ dual )l deeally Luzdll sl (1)
olel @l ae y5 65 Jlael caldlus ) luall 2l GLY) 8 el V) dihie 8 &
3S) s Al DY) A gl W 5 il 8l 43S 5l Al chatind canll QA8 Canlall of S8
P G ALY Racal ) Taanll et 8 810l of s A 13 ) s
‘ ; Jem
O YL QA 13 ey b sladl) sl gadally ol Y dpaly )l dpeadl @l
Al 8 g Y elzadll alal kel 3l g et 385 cpadall Cuad ) 4y oY) daSadll
D8 A Al gl (ulae ) Ameal) Ciga g ol aay ™ Al clalady) s HlSal dy)
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aadi Y dgle (al yie W) e AV 5 jead Jd e olall a8 33l ol ) ) Sl
Madald) ) slady LY (5 seal

La décision du Conseil d'Etat francais du 26 juillet 1985 concerne un
recours formé par une association de protection de I'environnement contre
un permis de
construire. https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/ceta/id/CETATEXT000007689
(visit 17-6-2025). 422

() See CAS decision: 16/028 Behdad Salimi & (NOCIRI) v. (IWF),
award of 21 August 2016.
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(") See Malem, J. ibid, P.18.
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CAS ad hoc Division (OG Rio) 16/028 Salimi & (NOCIRI) v. (IWF),
award of 21 August 2016.
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(") See Stef Anie Koch, ibid, p.26.
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Loy ol AU e Jle (s sise o Bliall aSal) o cangy ddpnd) dalil) (b
Ada) gal) anlad A yaall Aualill (o Lal Al 5 3o Le€y Canlll Ly jae dadlia (e 48y
Cil] 5 daalll (0l g8y 48 jlae Cypaad ) aagd Al Ayl @l gl ) gas e
Jsanll L) o g i) e A paall s Aiadl LI 25 3 Led Aadiieal) Aipaal)
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0) See CAS declaration:
https://www.tascas.org/fileadmin/user _upload/CAS_Media Release 110

58.pdf (visited 17-6-2025).
) See  the Réglements Généraux (RG FFF).
file:///C:/Users/hp/Downloads/3b82ec28bd72f34b0d577250887c68bd.pdf

3 calSall Auaadio Gy 500 gal y a2ill 5 S0 il A3V oy (JUid) Jasas e ()
(DTN) 0 ¢ 3 25 ¢ (DTA) gl ol oda e Ca i 48 yisall y dxisall il giasal) oy
AalaYly (G lais Glee Uy cealyall o8 Jadis ¢ (FFF)paill 3 81 asi ) SlasDU dajil
b laal) ol ginse (il S Jaals lanal 4 3 ey )
https://uk.fff.fr/10-a-quality-framework.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
(visited 17-6-2025).

(‘) See Atrticle 6 par.2 of IMO Regs 2022.
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u\«_mdsj mb)!\uha)AY\u]dehuh‘)M\dh\M&c ""\&
JUandl 5 Ly 8 i (gm0 Conan 31 jlay adasi yall clial yall & & LS (Lamptey)
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(') See CAS decision: (O.G. Sydney) 00/013 Bernardo Segura /(IAAF), of
30 September 2000
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LYY A3 (sl Lall 3 (CAS 2015/A/3874) i W) & dpaly )l
s ahall Jie sl Ll gl alSall @l )l 8 o ¢ (UEFA) s sY) Aai) 5 il 5 S
DS Al clla 3 Y] Ll edall Jsa Vs il aad o) 3 AIS ) luial
Lay cgf'\.g_d\ EPANA ?S;j\ f"ﬂ‘ 5 )9 ypa L;D @\ el caaady Al ¢ g )i
2my (58 G LB i laEilly lati 4 ju Sl glan (e Flaly) p2e Jady
3% Ozl sl e S Gay (5 e o) 6 pmse Asbas ol G LY 5 3l 5l
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Aoy il 1N

Gl Cuad i ) jlaal) & e D) e 38 Aol 2 ga g daSaddl @St G ((CAS)
L) Aail) lal) Al ) 8 sy iy

See CAS 2017/A/5173 Lamptey v. (FIFA), award of 4 December 2017
(award of 2 August 2017?.

alai) uAﬁ}‘J“)ﬁ(CAS)‘;AALI‘)MﬁSA:\M:\.ASMQJM‘ c(Y~\\ ol \/\)&()
3S1 a5, a3Vl 8 elly 35S 50 ¢ (Oleh Orekhov)<ssa sl a5l (51 S Y1 aSall
aloal 5 o amy I ela a5 S5 (3laty Tl (4l (e Blndl (520 0 lany (UEFA) il
ol 2y e @l e G glae 8 b A el deles g Sid)
L..g_)}ﬂ\ ‘_g L g S L.,SJ\-.’} Lg_)...uyd\ Jdob Lﬂ;a\.i O 3l Joa Lald g cclial yall
8 Jai g oY gl 5 Aa) 3l Canl sy JAT Casi 55l o ASaall coyiic) (Yo v Q) e g5V
35k ae dulite Ll 4y goall Cibm g5 s aule o a2l e Y glaa e Y
Aandll Aa) 53 Aleal 4y ) 5 i g gy

Oleg Oriekhov v/ UEFA (CAS 2010/A/2172).

(") See CAS 2015/A/3874 (FAA) v. (UEFA) & (FAS), award of 10 July
2015.
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(UEFA = Zesusall (UEFA) Aa3Y 0o (OF) 83l Bl glandl 138 iy
oo Jel&ll aaiilly a5k 31l oSa of e Nations League Regulations)
e ge Oslaill e caty LS (aal )l oSl 5 cpaeLusal) alSall) aSaill 4l

Cleal) N psy o a8l o Can il e Zaalll () 8 (e Fsalid) 33l i ()
Cand g Gl ga gl Aalill Clel ) e Cilaslae Caaiy (Al g Bl Lall 5 duaiill
el aa o el U8

Al 0yl 8 (g ualall (58 g (V) 380 B ()

(') See CAS 2022/A/8694 Novica Toncev v. Football Association of
Serbia.
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o5t o Sl g A gy Ciyeall AL Alaay (e L) A8l ST AL i)
sl al) e Jsanll 851 Ll oS3 3a o TaSh (il 138 2xd s 4w 5 5Ll
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(') See Article 53 of Regulations of the UEFA Nations League 2025.

(") See Harry Thomas-Humphreys, how much do Premier League referees
get paid? Salaries explained, 2023, published on Metro journal. (visited
21-6-2025). https://metro.co.uk/2022/08/14/how-much-do-premier-
getpaid17180262/?utm_source=chatgpt.com league-referees

(") See Svetozar Pavlovi¢, How much money do referees make per game
at the 2022 Qatar World Cup?, an article published on As Journal on the
following web. (visited 21-6-2025)
https://en.as.com/soccer/how-much-money-do-referees-make-per-game-
at-the-2022-gatar-world-cup-n/

(%) See Stef Anie Koch, ibid, p.16.
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University of Arkansas "Sports Officials: Contractors or Employees?”
(1991) 1 J. Legal Aspects Sport 5, 6.

ASall 5 alSall aion il o Wl ulol1 aadll e () £) 33 e (b) B Gaii ()
Ly ) Hlate apas Wl) gy ¢ aadl s oo i & sal) Gl bl 8 () sae bl
Mgy 523 (G sac bl alSall g alSall gaiog ) ALY dae 5 ¢ aull

(") See Article 14 par. 3 of FIFA statutes 2022.

(') See Stef Anie Koch, ibid, p.15.

Aol (il 8 e el (53N (e () 3 2 LaaY (%)

Yovo Jg¥ gl (Y ) aaad) -3 pdie AR Adad) Al g A 3B il )2 o1


https://doi.org/10.17656/jlps.10366

(Ale bl Al 50 ) a2l 5,8 51 jlue aSa el A ilaN LY https://doi.org/10.17656/jlps.10366

Calsy) 5 8 jleadl Aaith aaat s ol Juaed ladial Liadl ciladlall o3 (e g
@H\LJ)JLJ@JLSJSJSM::J}}A\u&:.ﬁ\.ﬁ\\.@\.ﬂ\;i@hﬁja\Jw\
bl 138 (e J Y1 g Al (8 ol LS Dl (3l i slaa
M\A\.L:j)id.\.q dudd Eaaal) dLLJG‘)lAL._L\\J;.]LAAﬁ‘ (115;]\ ‘—“J‘JE‘OX’-UMJ
Gl sl e (YY) 3l (el (Jiad) Jaaw o caaill 5,8 88 51l
O Odiel J alSall 5 gy 3l bl ola) i sl e aadll 5 ST jal) sl
M e L g Le@ai
ASall Sy Cun dgali cilel ya) A 8 @all Wal 8 jluall aSa lalas (g
Oiladl e S (k) el el cliladly (@lA)) o) il clithd) i)
fase (audat a3 s A el AS) =i a2 (4 Gall A LS ae) gall
b 3l Uyl aSally allad) je 3y 8l dalian (8 caay @lld (IS 1) 48y
(VAR) ac Ll _9.13.\53\ ;\:usa (»;15;‘5 ‘@\)S\ eSaJ\J cugAcLum]\ e\S;J\ &= J}Lﬁﬁj\
Aalall vie agil I 38 dAlie oS Lia
SUU.AMPSA;&)LH;@,LAAJHM’ Cila Hiaca 8 65 slal
Jie o3 laall aSad dpaSaill il Sl (gd of 31Lal) ol A shaill abaie e
O g oSl (e Zaalll (1l 8 (i (sllaial) 138 (g5 3 dlall 5 2a sall (530
Sl il A g5 o()staay ol jan) Cpildayy (i delug b jila dlliag
Al G JuaiV) Bieal Jie Al Gl abiiuly zawd WS 5Ll
sda i g 3l lall alia Sl o alyy . (EPTS)ehY) aiii dalail y el
@Sl dasad) 138 ey OMigadanl) lwdll clbllid JUiey) Glacal cile il
85 o Ll a3y sl G el (g0l dpuad 8 dpualy ) aSall deSa
Gle el jé o @lld B ey ddpadatl) el =80 6l duila gl Clalas¥) ol 3l
Ol el 535 by jladl e laal daulu¥) Al
Aaluall 5l 31l aliie oy dpaSadll cile jlia) g ) ddl)
&b ol Aaga oS an ) 405 SSall daga () ) 3l jlaall fSa Aiaf Aay g3
Al e Hlall ava 43Sl Ll g Slitise (azaldll IS LSS Gk gl aSladl)
Sall (Sar ¥ (il 3okall oSa o ansi ) by édie pngay
Y1 A oda 38ai Y uiadlly Laval)l 4l g e alee dujlea
GaY) Jla asas Jie AieY) e jliall b g5 Jedi Al eal dial iy 5
(AN A U el ey 3aT

Aalll il 8 e ualall (58 (e (0) 3R LY (1)
(') See CAS 2023/A/9611 Al Merrikh Sports Club v. (FIFA), award of 14
February 2024.

oy Al 9 A8 6318 il 3 ¥ 0 Y0 JgY1 O 9ilS (1Y) daad) - B pde AU ATl


https://doi.org/10.17656/jlps.10366
https://doi.org/10.17656/jlps.10366

https://doi.org/10.17656/jlps.10366 aatl il jee sl pl 3

Y S 58 ae el 31 Ll aliie Ao Gty Al o2 Bias dal (e
a8l Flea @l d Ley 31 laall (gl e Jalaall Auaisall

b Bkl aliie gile o @l gl A 5N 1 e il g sl ST i)
o o ol el us il sl ol (e (L332-1) saldll
b Ly izl el Jals (alad¥) Aol Gl e (sl s e Gaadaiall"
.(‘)ne\SAj‘ Sy

A e Jaleally Ayl Lail) i il g i) w3 (s AT dgn (e
S e apd pap Ga sl il b o=l Cus Gllad) Ss
Sl 3L AaY) e s gy Lae caladl (00U Cilanags @llia cilS 1Y) (pmaiiall
APALNPEPN PP

ASal i il Azl sl W jie ) 5 Shdl clleall ) ddL)
ageelge 405 (L alSall (e o) i) culd (e (L223-2) skl i 631 jluall
o bl agdle ehaie) (gf Jalad cadle 2l Aale dadd 8 (puilh e Aliag (5 piind
s‘_,,_ﬂ_tal\ u}a\ﬂ\ 2 g 3 uhjsu 4_\19 &_151.2_}\} ‘?Lc u.L:}A ‘_AL zlxie
Mo Leruiny 3\ paalga ami_' S e laie Y cﬁj 13) Ua o

\Jhca\JbA\eSﬂu\SMu;)ﬂjaﬂ@m)ﬂ\&M\u\ ".cd.wbu
wSladl) b mlill Fega e Asaal J65 Y )y caile e Sl A g ponal) alas]
Akl

e el i Llall aglas a2 ¢ E e &M\ o gay glaty e Ll
Al o2a (,.\L.\Jm\j 4\_1.15.113 L».A}a.a.a um (J | \2(\ Mﬁ‘)s.m u.u\js
M\Aua‘gmc\‘)ﬂuﬁ\ﬂ\&w\uj;c‘)mcd]ﬂ u.u\jsj\dl\wmé\.%_d\
bl Jaliall 08 ga () 518 (Jaia @ gaia gall \Mek.u
Tira el e yini ol ‘gb’i‘ o o Jsanall Tpualy I ool 5l sl Ll
mbali A G A A VRS SR I WA Al daDlu ol aly coLal N J sl

(') See Geert De Clercq, Security to be boosted following pitch invasion,
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