https://doi.org/10.17656/jlps.10371 e Ao (a3 o

Cilaaalizal) o SLEI A Al ja oY v o ¥ ale day Gladl L dadaad) (5 gudd)
il e plSay 0
Al sall M) 5 Alpuad) ansd [l o sled) 2408 fA kol drala facLise iu
The political market in Iraq after 2003: A study in its origins
and dynamics
Dr. Zmkan Ali Saleem
Assistant Professor
University of Sulaimani/College of Political Sciences/ Department
of Politics & International Relations
zmkan.saleem@univsul.edu.iq
Saliyly 5 anaiy 4l S il S0 Y o ¥ s ()50 4 3l e (il 6100
s
el e g8y
OS2 el 4l 5 6 35S [ Plailas (53530 5 [ ool (5 ) 3a8 5 0
Sl g0 g Ao gty 5 ot s
e Gl b bl daludl il YooY ale 8 Hlall e S f/paddal)
(Transactional Politics) 4debeall 5l ddalall il (e 4 Llail JSa
leba sdgead Cadlia) o dpubaadl Caaill s a8 Zpuld) adlgall 53 Caiall
O &l e Jilae ouland) oYl dals e cdailall 5 481 LedleLatil
o sl Aa) i) ol oS Caall g o) ,SY) L) Adlide Ciladid s Jilad sl
Al ey (oo 8 Cilpelipall o2a Craales 281 Al o Lliadl i g 53
o lanla Yise 5o 13y Goanll Gl gall Galaa) 5 Aaladl 2 ) sall Cal 3iiad
et Al 558l G Lea g Cainlly Jlall paivsall aladin¥) agd Say
Logl iy (3l Lo Lass W ¢ Yo 0 ¥ e a3 5all g1 Gl (8 g (S
) (el @ gl Jalas Ul () 13l 5 Sl sall ) pdai s aslaaall ) Y)Y e
Jshis Jseal 4l all s s ¢ (Political Marketplace Framework
6 oAyl yinl A e cllalaa GO & caially Adalal) Aubud) il
Y A 5 a3l S aclog s Yo¥e s YooY el e g5 peadl
QS 8 Al dauled) lalid) el S)ls Qatll Gaaad o Al 50
sl o Lauleod) 5580 G ) U 5y (31l (8 sV o) 55
@y e 5 Me Aalall e slhasall 5 4 el 5080 (e gz e JDA e Claall Aol
Loa iy y ditlall Jashadll (La¥) e S 8 laii dil) G clillatl)
Yoot ale s Gall G dsedl e Al dubudl Jsa sl <l jull PENS
e oae Al claadll s e CleV gl o) dig A gl culas ol N
e 3 ) il e 5 A8 5o

Yove Ja¥ Qs (Y ) aaad) -3 pde AANEN ) dulaw g A 3B Cilad )2 YYA


https://doi.org/10.17656/jlps.10371
mailto:zmkan.saleem@univsul.edu.iq

A pabipall 8Ll 84 a0 Y+ 0¥ ale ey (31 5e)) Al Gl hittps://doi.org/10.17656/jlps.10371

el | Gl | Al G5 sad) - dualial) il
Abstract // Since the regime change in 2003, the political landscape
in Iraq has been shaped by entrenched patterns of transactional
politics and politically motivated violence. Political elites,
regardless of their ideologies or ethnic and sectarian affiliations,
have routinely exchanged political loyalty for material gains, while
various factions and figures have resorted to coercion and violence
as strategic tools for negotiating, consolidating, or maintaining
power. These dynamics have contributed to undermining state
legitimacy, depleting public resources, and weakening formal
institutions. This raises a crucial question: how can the continued
use of money and violence—the two main instruments of political
power—be systematically understood within the broader context of
post-2003 lIraq, particularly in relation to their impact on political
stability and institutional development? Based on the Political
Marketplace Framework, this study investigates the origins,
evolution, and dynamics of bargaining and violence in three
strategic Iraqi governorates—Nineveh, Basra, and Diyala—between
2003 and 2020. The temporal focus and subnational case studies
help to deepen the analysis and highlight the importance of local
political arenas in shaping the broader political market in Irag. The
findings indicate that political power at the local level is maintained
through a combination of coercive power and bargaining. Moreover,
alliances among elites often transcend sectarian and ethnic lines,
challenging prevailing narratives about identity-based politics in
post-2003 Irag. The prioritization of patronage and the buying of
loyalties over the delivery of public services has led to governance
deficits and chronic instability.
Keywords: Political Marketplace, Irag, Dynamics
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! Boswell, A, et al. (2019). The security arena in South Sudan: A political
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published.pdf; De Waal, A. (2019). Sudan: A political marketplace framework
analysis. World Peace Foundation / Conflict Research Programme.
https://eprints.lse.ac.uk/101291/; De Waal, A. (2016). Introduction to the
political marketplace for policymakers (JSRP Policy Brief No. 1). LSE.
https://www.lse.ac.uk/ideas/Assets/Documents/Conflict-Research-

Programme/policy-reports/JSRP-Brief-1.pdf; De Waal, A. (2023). Introduction:
Making sense of South Sudan. African Affairs, 122(486), el-€9.
https://doi.org/10.1093/afraf/adad017; De Waal, A., et al. (2020). A theory of
change for violent political marketplaces (Conflict Research Programme

Yove Ja¥ Qs (Y ) aaad) -3 pde AANEN ) dulaw g A 3B Cilad )2 Yoy


https://doi.org/10.17656/jlps.10371
https://eprints.lse.ac.uk/102894/1/De_Waal_the_security_arena_in_south_sudan_published.pdf
https://eprints.lse.ac.uk/102894/1/De_Waal_the_security_arena_in_south_sudan_published.pdf
https://eprints.lse.ac.uk/101291/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/ideas/Assets/Documents/Conflict-Research-Programme/policy-reports/JSRP-Brief-1.pdf
https://www.lse.ac.uk/ideas/Assets/Documents/Conflict-Research-Programme/policy-reports/JSRP-Brief-1.pdf

ClSaalinall y 3Ll Al 53 1Y oY le a3 ad) 8 dnlad) 3l ittps://doi.org/10.17656/j1ps.10371

Jalll e 238 23 g0 ) s (o€ QUAK aal g off (& Ll UK oSSl U
DA (e Lgle Jaliad) g Lpupuad) Al LS 2y Gua Aol el 5 )
Js e oSl Jsty 5 kel Gl 5 ccilaaall g oY 5l ol dan ) e YAl
ctilad HUalS bl (3 gl ghat 8 200 1 adlSYI 58 5 ¢( Alex de Waal)
Ol 5 Jls (53 s | oail) Cp Gudll) Bl A (8 CO bl 238 Caaal
Jo Tanled) e bl s ddll i Qlen Adaiy) s Jie 8 ol s Al
olo Al Al s sl SRV daas ) Sl e A
Lo We dad ol i LS s oy il alad) il sall ol @Iy iny Y5 ac)
LA Ldlan] s dpnlpad) Q3 mlline daxa] Pae il sall 53 JS4ES slaj
leaSas N Aadatty) 8 deabond) Adablill o) laal) Abia Caiall g JWdl aad
i€y il Lgandind 3l Ay S al AT s Jladls Tl (5 sl dilaie
e s Al as e el s Al e Sl o) 53 JMA e dlgale Laliall g Al
o a3 LS A 1 5 A puannall CSE s 5 Gk ool dpnd 20 B
Omalain 48 e Al A 5 oY sl aae dfleay Lluzai¥) il 3AS adliall s28
FoM gl CanaliMy il

Gas 3 ke SIS e (6K Le Wlle adl V) ciaggall 85800 ad Jlall O (e a2 )1 e
Jsmash G Kl Qi) ot ¢ byl g iles (Jlania g dpuin sl gl a8 3 a5 Jal
o2 Cugly ()5 (S A jlaae sl Catiadl aladinly aingl) @l 8 Lay ol JSY) Jilass )

Memo). London School of Economics and Political Science.
https://www.lse.ac.uk/ideas/Assets/Documents/Conflict-Research-
Programme/crp-memos/PMFE-TOC-Feb-2020.pdf; De Waal, A. (2020).
Somalia’s disassembled state: Clan unit formation and the political marketplace.
Conflict, Security & Development, 20(5), 561-585; Ingiriis, M. H. (2020).
Profiting from the failed state of Somalia: The violent political marketplace and
insecurity in contemporary Mogadishu. Journal of Contemporary African
Studies, 38(3), 437-458; Kaldor, M., & De Waal, A. (2020). Identity formation
and the political marketplace. Conflict, Security & Development, 20(5), 519—
538; Spatz, B. J., Sarkar, A., & De Waal, A. (2021). The political marketplace:
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8 Spatz, B. J., Sarkar, A., & De Waal, A. (2021), The Political Marketplace

* Spatz, B. J. (2020). Cash violence: Sanctions and the politics of power, and
peace. Medford, MA: Tufts University.
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20.

% Sarkar, A., & de Waal, A. (2024). Going ‘cold turkey’: Oil addiction and
‘traumatic’ decarbonization in fragile fossil fuel producers. Environment and
Security, 2(3), 323-347.

® De Waal, A., Sarkar, A., Detzner, S., & Spatz, B. (2020), A theory of change
for violent political marketplaces

* De Waal, A., Sarkar, A., Detzner, S., & Spatz, B. (2020), A theory of change
for violent political marketplaces
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! Spatz, B. J., Sarkar, A., & De Waal, A. (2021), The Political Marketplace, p.7.
2 Mkandawire, T. (2015). Neopatrimonialism and the political economy of
economic performance in Africa: Critical reflections. World Politics, 67(3), 563-
612.

* Lust, E. (2009). Democratization by elections? Competitive clientelism in the
Middle East. Journal of Democracy, 20(3), 122-135.

* Coolidge, J., & Rose-Ackerman, S. (2000). Kleptocracy and reform in African
regimes: Theory and examples. In Corruption and Development in Africa:
Lessons from Country Case Studies (pp. 57-86). London: Palgrave Macmillan
UK.
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