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Taiwan's democratic experience and its challenges
D. Karzan Mohammed Qadir
College of Political Science — Department of political science- University of Sulaimani-
Iraq.
Karzan.faraj@univsul.edu.iq
Abstract:

Taiwan underwent radical political and social transformations during the 1980s,
culminating in its transition to democracy. This transformation, which began in 1987,
changed Taiwan from an authoritarian regime to a more democratic society. Taiwan's
democratic experiment is considered one of the most significant democratic transitions
the world has witnessed since the 1980s. During this period, the transition from
authoritarian rule to democracy accelerated, driven by growing political pluralism. The
lifting of martial law marked a turning point in the Taiwanese political system, as it
changed from a one-party system with socialist leanings to a multi-party system. This
trajectory has shaped Taiwan's future through numerous political, social, and economic
reforms aimed at democratizing political life, strengthening the rule of law, and protecting
human rights.
KEY WORDS: Taiwan, Election and political parties, Democratic Transformation,
Challenges.
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" Richard C. Bush, Taiwan’s democracy and the China challenge, at the following link:
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’> John J. Chin and Staten Rector, Op. Cit.

7 Ibid.

"7 Freedom in the World 2025, Taiwan, available at freedom house org, at the following link:
https://freedomhouse.org/country/taiwan/freedom-world/2025 visited: 11/2/2026.

"8 Freedom in the World 2025, Op. Cit.

® Our work in Taiwan, corruption perceptions index, available at Transparency international org, at the
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8 Tim Harcourt, the airport economist: what’s happening in Taiwan’s economy? Available at economics
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